Welcome to the inaugural newsletter for Sgc{ncg Fagans. T hisis an exciting new
devclopment for our group, and we hOPC that 55&:169 Fagans members will find it
informative and interesting. Sgdr\eg Fagans are a diverse group, and we look
forward to ideas and submissions from our members, ensuring a creative and live19
newsletter that we can all look forward to. Flease forward your submissions and
ideas to our email address for consideration. \Ne are Iooking for original written
Picces, or artwork, and of course Pl‘]otos of events attended }39 Sy&neg Fagan
members. All origina] work in this newsletter is copgrig!ﬁt, and not to be used
angwl’xere without Permission of the writer. All Pictures used are cop}jrigl’xt free,
sourced from l’;ttp://commons‘wikimcdia‘org/wfkf/Main_Fagc‘

[How wonderful that our first newsletteris the Samhain issue! A new Publication for
a new year! Samhainis a great time for new Projccts and new beginnings. On
What Samhain Means to Me Samhain we let go of the old and start the new,Just as the fires were extinguisheﬂ

and lit fresh for the new year. |tis a time of trave”ing inward, cleeP into the

Ka[i the Destrogcr unconscious to listen to the wisdom of the Crone Goc{cicss within. We may

exPerience dreams or visions at this time with clues for our future devclopment‘

K ali the Dest Samhain is traditiona”g the time of death; the crops are A\Ljing, and the veil between
ali the | Jestroyer
the Physica] and sPirituaI worlds is at its’ thinnest. Now is a good time to contact
those who have Passed over, and honouring our ancestors is very imPortant Now.
The Wild Hunt We can do this }35 Placing their Photographs on our altars, and setting a Placc for
them at our Samhain feast. Samhain reminds us of the \Wheel, alwags turning
The Wild Hunt without begfnning orend. We learn life and death are all part of the great cgclc,just

as the seasons change and the wheel turns.

Ask Sith | would like to thank |da, Jenny, Joann and Sith for their contributions to this
cdition of |_unar Pathways, everyone has worked hard to bring this publication from
idea to fruition. Don’t forget to ask questions of Sith, he has a wealth of
Samhain Ferbs el todkermamd Mo camea et b ceisn tormmee, Send inpesr
submissions for the next newsletter, to be published for Yule/Winter Solstice.
Samhain Craft Submissions close on 1™ June, 2012. Ourfacebook group is always open for

discussion on any of the articles you have read in this or future editions.

Upcommg Events f'iowever you choose to celebrate Samhain, erjogl




THINGS TO DO AT
SAMHAIN

Silent supper: Fleadh nan
Mairbh — Feast of the
dead. Set a place at the

Feasting Table for spirits

who have passed. Have
the feast in silence so they
can tell their secrets.
Memories may come
flooding back from times
gone by. That’s ok,
acknowledge them and
then let them go.

Place a candle or a lantern
in the window so the spir-
its of the loved ones can
find their way to you.

You may like to visit a
cemetery a sit a while with
loved ones remembering
times gone by. Leave
flowers or other offerings.
You may like to take
children with you and sit
and tell stories.

Samhain is Hecates’ time.
She walks the night with
her hounds. Leave
offerings at crossroads for
the hounds which may
please them; Hecate may
grant wishes if you ask.

Rites of passage: Boys
passing into manhood,
Menstruation Rituals for
young women &
Cronings.

Paint small grave stones
for each participant to
symbolise passed loved
ones. Place these in a gat-
den and lighta candle.

This is the last of the
harvest festivals. It is
thought that anything left
on the vines will be
blighted by the fae. Leave
these left overs to
decompose and return to
the soil.

\Nhat Samhain Means to Me

We are taugl‘\t that at Samhain the veil between earth and the spirit world
are at their thinnest. The sPirits of ourloved ones can pass through this

veil and spencl time with us.

Forme, it’s a time of rcmembcring and honouring our ancestors. | remem-
ber my granéparents who Passed over many years ago. | also remember

friends who have died recentlg.

Samhain is the time of the sgmbo]ic death of the land. T his is the last of

the harvest festivals. [Trom this time onward till sPring the land goes into
hibernation. | he land is at rest, a”owing for the Preparation of the Plant—

ing that is to come.

| also feel a Periocl of hibernation. | dorn’t do angthiﬂg and rarc]9 go out. Jt
is a time of rest and Preparing for the rebirth OFSPring.

] know the wheel is tuming. ] have secen the last buds of flowers open and

Fa”, the leaves turn from green to brown and fall lcaving the trees like

skeletons. lee sun becomes cooler and the clays are get’cing shorter.

Winter isjust around the corner.

Jenng




KALI THE DESTROYER

The mgth of Kaliis a comPch one, many see her as the bringer of destruction and death
and her imagery does little to dissuade us from this. ]mages of the Black Mother Ka]i

can repulsc by the strange, indeed seemingly bizarre PcrsoniFication of death and

S
destruction Portraged in her imagery. The concept of aging, death and dccag is denied
and hidden and sometlﬁing to fearin a culture where beautg and gouth are Prizcd above

all.

We look into mirrors with the hoPe of 5lowing the inevitable march of time, we consider a
new wrinkle or grey hair; we like to c{eng the fact that our lives are measured and finite
and have a start and an end Point Tl’)c name Kali comes from the Sanskrit word ’Ka|a’

meaning time, she is the devourer of time, when the moment is Passecl it will never return.

QOur own need to dominate, control and micromanage ourselves and ‘our’ world has become our driving force, and angtl‘n’ng
outside of our own Particular sense of orderis Perccivccl as a'weed' or untic{g, rcgarc”css of its right to exist; our ego con-
trols us and we are unwi”ing to release our attachment to it, as we repress those things we deem as ‘3uc1<3“ or not socia”\zj

acceptahle in ourselves into the darkness that is our own unconscious.

[Her dark blue or black complexion alludes to her being mother of the abgss. She is naked, si(g clad, as the mother of the
dark night; she is both dark and transparent as water in the deeP ocean or the notl'\ingness of space in the darkness of the
universe. Lacking form and substance, K aliis as ethereal as the nigl’;t skg, resonating with the darkness existing in us all;

that c{eep Part of ourselves we fear and Preger not to acknow|eclge.

T!’]at blackness is also indicative of the darkness inside the womb and the 'babies' we all nurture c{eep inside, our dreams,
still in their formative or 'unborn’ state. \We can choose to nurture our ‘babies’ bringing them forth from a P!ace of chaos and

imagination to a Place of manifestation, thru a process of creative creation.

A closerlook at her image shows her to have three eyes, K ali's three eyes indicate her connection to the eternal - she is

Hesterc{ag, ’coclag and tomorrow Personi?icd in the NOW

She wears the crescent moon upon her brow (as does her husband, Shiva), sgmbolizing the open sPiritual eye and spiritual
illumination. T he crescent moon has the additional metaphorica! meaning of mastery over the feminine, C}jclical aspect of
manifest nature, the way it ebbs and flows, grows full and then diminishes and further reinforces her connection with blood,

creation and motherhood through the lunar/menstrual cyc[e.

The weapons in her many armed Personi{:ications indicate she is warrior, protector, guar&ian of knowlcc{gc and wisdom,
mother of destruction but also the nurturer and protector of her children. she is depictec{ with angwherc between 4 and 20
arms, each }Jcaring aweapon ora ghct of insight and wisdom, her necklace made up of 51 skulls, rePrcscnting the letters of
the ancient Sanskrit alphabet, K aliis the repositoxy of all know!eclge and wisdom. | he skulls also are said to represent the

fundamental vibrations that make up the (niverse.

F]er !Oﬂg unl(emPt unrestrainecl hair and l’xer nakec{ness SI’IOW l’lerFreeclom From tl’le COHHHCS O]C convention, 51’16 clances on

the }DOC{}j of her husband Shiva who takes the Passivc Position, she vents and exhausts her blood lust and Primorc{ia| sexua

desire. T he terriﬁjing K aliis the creator of all around her, she is naked and unencumbered, apart from the severed arms
around her waist and the earrings being corpses of babies, she is blood smeared and is often Portraycc{ as standing ordanc-

ing on the }Joclg of her husband Shiva, who appears in a state of bliss and sometimes in a state of sexual arousal.




K aliis the Llnconventiona! and the | ransgressor of social norms, those taboos that ‘.(eeP us firm P!aced in our roles

fe!
Wl"ICrC women are women aﬂd men are men BHCI never t’l"lC twain s]’)a” mcet_, 5!’16 a”ows FOF tlﬁat SCHCICF Ccross-over W!’?CI‘C men

can find their creative and nurturing selves and women can be warriors and sexual beings
S S

T he PowerFul (Goddess of creation, Preservation and radical transformation, she is the raw female instinct, alwaLjs changing,
and ever d’uangeless. Pain, sorrow, decag, destruction and death is not overcome bLj denial or rationalisation. Pain and sor-
529

row are woven into the fabric of our lives and denial is futile. T o realise ourselves as comP|ete beings, we must accept this

| I . 2
dar‘.(ncss as anotl’xer dimension OF our own l‘:umamtq.

The girc“c of human hands represents work and liberation from the cy le of karma and the severed head of the demon
show her destruction of the ego, that Part of us that Prevcnts us from submitting to chaos and thus to the will of the universe;
accepting we are Part o1c a cgde ra’cher tlﬁﬁﬂ t!‘we Pinnacle oF a tower, s!‘we is tl’xc tower carcl in t!‘nc tarot tl’xat s!’)ows t!‘nc cle—
struction of the things we know can be a new }chinning; ’]’ becomes ‘We‘ and we can t;ap into that source of power Present
in abundance that we can onlg access when we trust and love as children do without condition and without the need to con-

tro[.

K ali is the dark unconscious in us all, both men and women, and represents those tl’xings in ourselves we want to hide and
repress, the dark urges, the nig!ﬁtmares and the c{cep sexual desircs, she wants us to ;acl(nowlc&ge and work with the dark
side of ourselves and nurture it, as it also is part of our .being‘ Samhain is a time to cxPlorc the darkness within, the time of

Kali the motl’xcr, the creator and the clestroycr of time and of our own cgos.

\/\/e can use this time to re[inquish our need to own and control our universe, and accePt the mother of chaos lives cleeP in-
side us all, accept and acknowledge the darkness within us all. K ali Persom’fjics creation thru chaos, birth thru destruction.
5}’16 isa grim siglﬂt, becauseitis a grim process; exP]oring our own darkness and mastcring ourfearin order to allow the cre-

1S

ative process to bear fruit. Samhainis a time for us to consider that the chaos of the dark unknown of our own Passin

o
O

part of that cgcle of creation thru destruction.

|da




THEWILD HUNT

[Hunters Moon takes Place on the full moon a joining Samhain.

What is the Wild [Hunt you may ask? Jtis a Compctition between \L}oursel{: and the Elements. Agame iF\qou like. |n ancient
times it was the sport of magjcians, were the\g risked life and limb. (Jt should be noted here that the only risk these clags is

what\gou put in \L.Jourscw. K now your limits and stick to them.)
The f"‘lunt maL)be halted if you retrace your steps a]ong the exact Path from where you came. le’ns is called surrenc{er)

\/\/inning the Hunt - arriving at the determined finish line in the set time limit. You will then have the co~oPeration of the
SPirits of the land.
Losing the hunt - Not Finisl‘ning the hunt in the set time limit. ] he terms of defeat may be Pl‘ugsical such as bcing hurt at
some point. Or‘g)ou may be able to give an oFFering of precious items such as honcg comb, saffron, rare wine etc.
You can fast or have a restricted diet. | hen break the fast by eating of the foods available to the land were the hunt is to

be held. For example go camping by a beach, fish and then prepare a feast.
p'cg PSP prep

“Merlin would say, to take in the food native from an area, is to become one with those forces Log) which its life came into

being” (21 | essons of Merlin P2'98>‘ Walk the land and become familiar with it before the hunt.




Tl'xe Wf!d Hunt can be Perﬁormec} on:

. I ve of Samhain
f“lunters N\oon (t!’]e 6th Night of the New Moon)
. T he full moon.
T he hunt should last a full m’ght‘
\/\/alk the land and become familiar with it before the hunt.

[ stablish a Eoundarg a start and finish Point. You may like to wear black, make sure you }Jring flint /matches, and Man-

drake root. Moon wash if Pcrmittec[, if there is a secluded area this is ideal. Kindle a fire using wood from the area. You may

like to sit and meditate till the fire dies down. You may ike to dedicate the fire to GWHNH ap Nudd, | ord of the [Hunt with

these words:

‘Open glad in dark wood, Pine
branch in warrior hand,
Smoke of Mandrake sends forth
the Black Guardian.

[Hear the flatter of midnight wings,

the running of woodland host.
Hcar the clash of brave souls in the
name of the Lorc{ of the Hunt.
Hcar the breat!’ring of the God,

rampant and fertile,

[Hear the footfall of the terrible
i hounds.
[ear ngnn ap Nudd enter open
glad in dark wood” (21 lessons of

Merlin P§O8\

When the fire has died down throw
the mandrake root into the fire.
T his releases the sPirit of the Man-
drake and the r”i unt has bcgun. You
will need to use your senses and wits
to find your way. Obstac!cs will be
put in your way, Physical and non-
. Plﬁf)sical‘ Note the mandrake root
will lose its potence at dawn. Jtis
lig!‘lt sensitive and raPic”g c{issipates
after sunrise.
Douglas f\/lunroe 2005 Thc 21
| essons of Merlyn -A Studlﬂ of
Drui(,{ I\Aagic and Lore Llewe”yn

Fublications.
Y L S
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ASK SITH
Do you have a question about angthing Pagaﬂ‘?
Any questions about magijc or ethics?
W}"ng not ask someone who cares?

Qj course caring is a rare commodity these cla\gs, and if you do find someone who cares they Probablg dor’t have a clue.

50 in the absence of caring, ask our Very own Sith.
S J

ith has been exploring the inner and outer worlds of magic, Paganism and occultism for the last 20 years. [He has travelled

the globe to Plunclcr ancient and modern temples, tracked down a varietg of Practitioners from dozens of cultures to steal

their secrets, and genera”q made an arse of himself in highest and lowest echelons of society.
Sitl‘x will be Plcascd to Provide his unique Pcrspcctive on almost any topic (which he often does even if not asked).

Howcver} be Prcpared fora heavg handed slap of rcali’cﬁ Sith does not subscribe to any new age, Politica”y correct,

touchg Fee]q, time wasting, Psqcl’lobabble.
Bf) the same token the Publisl‘ncrs of this newsletter do not accept any rcsponsibihtg for hurt Fce]ings or bruised
sensibilities of readers.

Flease refer your questions to st
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mailto:sydneypagans@hotmail.com?subject=Questions%20for%20Lord%20Sith

Mu gwort, Artemisia vu[gar/s
[Herb of Artemis
Strcxwgth, Psgclﬁic powers, Protectionj healing, astral Projection

A Pi”ow stuffed with mugwort can bring ProPl’)etic dreams
L or the herb

An infusion can be used to wash crgsta] balls and magjc mirrors for scrying

can be burned with sandalwood or wormwood during the scrging ritual.

Mullein, Verbascum f/za/osus

" Courage, Protection, health, love, divination, exorcism, banishes negativity.
Stuffed in or under Pi”ows guards against nightmares

Mullein is said to be a sa{:eguarcl against evil spirits and magjc, and can be }'umg over

Artemisia vulgaris L

doors, in windows, and/or carried in sachets.

Gravegarc] dust can be substituted }33 Powdered mullein in sPe”s

Rosema ry, Kosmarinus officinalis

Remembrance, Protcction, mental powers, exorcism, Purhcication

Burn for cleansing and Purhc\rjing; smoulder to rid P[ace of negativity Prior to Per‘Forming

magijc or ritual.
Grow or hang near door to keep thieves from the house

Place in bath water for Purhcication

TO receive !(ﬂOWICdgC or answer to a qUCStiOﬂ7 ]DUrﬂ rosemarg on a clﬂarcoal 8!“& sme”

M the smoke.

Rosemarg can also be used as a substitute for frankincense

Wormwooc{, Artcm/s/a absinthium
Deities: |sis, Diana, Artemis
Fsgchic powers, Protection

Burned as incense, or worn to aid in developing Ps}jcl’wic powers. Protects against be-

‘ witchment.
Burned with sandalwood to summon sPirits.

|f burned in gravcgarc{, sPirits of dead may rise and sPeak (accorc{ing to old grimoires).

Source: Cunningham’s | ncyclopaedia of Magical [Herbs NOLENE HOUILLON-BLANC
S yelop &

Llewc”gn Publications Copgright 1985
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Samhain Craft
King of Winter

Summer is now Passed, the onset of autumn and winter aPProacl’)es. We start to harvest our summer crops and start anew

for the cold c{ags ahead.

The i(ing of winter is made from leftovers from the garc{en andis hung within the house to watch over your home throughout

the cl’u’”g season.

]tcms You will need:
Scissors, String, herbs

]n our example we used leftover's
from Iavencler, curry & sage, you
can use any l—zerbs, vegetab]e,
wheat. You can make it any size

you want!

To Create:

Make two bundles — ]mage i

On the ]engthwise bundle, tie off 27 from the top to make a head.
O the same bundle scparate the bottom into two sections and tie off creating Icgs thus making a body.
T ake the other bundle and Place it on the }DOC{H ina“]” section mal(ing arms.
Tie arms onto the Eody around the head binding.
Tie the ends of the arms, making hands.
Your king of winter is now finished - lmage 2

* ]Fgou want to hang him, simplg tie some extra string through your binding or simply lean him against the wall.

When sPring Fina”g returns, bur3 your king of winter or burn your ‘(ing of winter and Place the ashes in the gar-

den for the next harvest. Ferhaps use it cluring your Beltaine festival.

HaPP9 Cra]cting

Jo~arm




uPcoming [ vents

dney Pagans Samhain Ritual
28th April, 2012.

[~ mail us for details

FPagans in the Park Picnic

Nurragingﬂ Reserve, |bis Site
i 5t}1 ]\/layj 2012, 10am to f;Pm

We bsite for Nurragingt

ML Lor‘d‘s & Ladies Medieva| I:at,re

ijaturdaﬂ 19 & Sunclag 20 [\/laﬂ

Nurragfngy Reserve, Knox Rd, Doonside
10:00am ~ 4:OOPm

[Free - no booking recll,xirecl

02 9839 6000

Damh the Bard & Siral Dance
r:ric{ay 7_5% !\/\ay 2012, 8pm
The Balc{ Faced Stag f“‘loteL

345 Parramatta Rd, | _eichhardt 2040

Women's Discussion Grou
‘Su'bject: Empowerment tlﬁroug}‘s the Goddess
26th Maq, 2012, 1 pm to j’Pm

(Gold coin donation for afternoon tea

I mail us for details HEADING NORTH TOUR
- SYDNEY PERFORMANCE
FRIDAY 25™ OF MAY 2012
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